
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, March 7, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of Town 
Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph 
LaPorte and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent 
of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner LaPorte made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to accept the Minutes of the 
February 1, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (Palmieri). 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
Commissioner Fasulo nominated John Fontana for Chairman, seconded by Commissioner LaPorte.  
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to close the nominations and a vote was taken.  It was unanimous. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte nominated Mike Fasulo as Vice Chairman, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to close the nominations and a vote was taken.  It was unanimous. 
 
VISITORS:  
A.  Dawn Slonski, SPDI.  Ms. Slonski said she is the executive assistant to the owner.  She was seeking 
permission to have a softball team made up of SPDI employees.  According to the rules, no more than 
three players can be from out of town.  Although all the players work in Southington, and SPDI pays a lot 
of taxes to the town, six of the players are from out of town and Ms. Slonski was asking for an exception 
to allow them to play this year.  There was a lot of discussion on the request.  Commissioners were 
concerned that it could set a precedent for everyone else to come in for exceptions and then where is the 
line drawn?  Commissioner LaPorte felt that they deserved a little consideration due to the amount of help 
they gave us with the drive-in property.  Following discussion, it was suggested to allow the exception for 
one year.  Motion made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner LaPorte, to provide a one-
year exemption for SPDI to have a team with more than three out of town players, and Ms. Slonski was 
asked to come back to the board next year to readdress the issue. Motion carried unanimously.   
 
B.  Rick Koczera, SVMFL.  Mr. Koczera is treasurer of the Southington Valley Midget Football League 
this year.  He handed out the league’s budget and plans to give a monthly update.  He reviewed the line 
items in the budget, outlining their plans to renovate the facilities and to replace some of the helmets.  
Next year they would replace a lot more helmets.  Online registration will start on March 21 and will be 
done again in April, May, June and July.  The league would like to use the community pavilion for 
concessions if it is not reserved or rented by others.  They would like to renovate the existing field this 
year and talked about the possibility of using some sod from the SHS field if the synthetic turf is 
approved.  There was much discussion about the tight time frame if it is approved, part of the reason 
being that nothing could be done until after graduation day which is June 18th.  Also, the selected 
company would have to go through the normal permitting process with the town, and their proposal might 
state that the removed sod could not be used by others.  No decisions could be made until it is known how 
the Town Council will act; it is on the agenda for next Monday.   
 
Mr. Koczera said they plan to improve the concession menu by including healthy snacks.  They are 
sending coaches to training.  The league would like to renovate the upstairs area of the building.  He 
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spoke briefly with Jim Butler.  They would plan to use volunteer help and donated materials.  The goal is 
to have a classroom, offices and a meeting room. 
Discussion followed on what part of the pavilion they were interested in using.  After talking about it, it 
would not be feasible to use it so the league would have to put up a tent and use the outlets outside for the 
coolers.  Also, the rest rooms in the pavilion would be opened if it was rented; however, there are port-o-
lets that can be used.   
 
Mr. Koczera said the top field would still be the main playing area and the field near the pavilion would 
be used as an auxiliary area.  Chairman Fontana asked what the plan was for Friday night games.  It 
seems that more and more youth leagues want to play on Friday nights.  It is a national thing.  Usually the 
rule is “no Friday night games when there is a home game” since that is the big night for the high school 
games.  Mr. Koczera said they would follow that guideline. 
 
C.  Ans Swanson and Mark Majewski, Southington Soccer Club.  Ans Swanson said they want to try to 
get lights on fields 2 and 3 on top.  Mark is the head of the committee for lights; they would like to know 
how to proceed.  Commissioner Kanute said that they would first have to check with the Sewer 
Department – the plant may be expanding in that area. Mr. Majewski said he contacted three vendors and 
they all came in with the same plan – 3 poles on the north and 3 poles on the south side.  It could be done 
in two stages.  The quotes varied from $8,800 to $175,000.  None of the commissioners had a problem 
with the club installing lights but advised them to check with the sewer plant superintendent first and then 
go about getting all the necessary permits.  Commissioner LaPorte made a motion to support the lighting 
plan assuming they obtain all the necessary permits.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Palmieri and carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Swanson also had a question regarding charging fees according to the new rules.  They usually 
charge $10 a head to cover cleaning the bathrooms, toilet paper, etc.  Commissioners agreed that there 
was no problem with charging it as a League fee for town residents.  It is covered in the lease. 
 
Ms. Swanson had a question from Atty. Smigelski.  He is from town but most of his team is from New 
Britain, where their field is under restoration this year.  He inquired whether they could use the 
Southington soccer field for this year only; they would be willing to pay a rental fee.  Ans wanted to 
know if that was allowed.  They have their own insurance and the request was for April 15 but originally 
four games were mentioned.  After consulting the lease agreement, per the Town Council, any rental 
requests must go through Dave Lapreay.  However, the out of town players were a concern to the board.  
Dave will talk to Mark Sciota tomorrow and let Ans know.  She noted that Field 3 would be shut down 
because of drainage issues and it is not playable.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the middle school dance was typical; they have been averaging around 200 
kids.  Dave attended a budget workshop with the Board of Finance; it went fine.  He noted one change to 
previous budgets.  The reimbursable line item, normally $145,000, will be cut and a new line will be 
created as a Special Revenue account for the self-supporting programs. Money will go into that account 
and be paid from that account.  That drops the budget about 31% from last year.  The money in the 
revenue account will roll over yearly, i.e., it will not go back to the General Fund.  It will lower our 
revenues to the town on a yearly basis.  The purchase of tables and chairs for the pavilion went through.  
The BOF asked many questions about the subsidies we give out.  Garry Brumback asked Dave to work 
with the board to come up with a structure of how and why we are giving it out – come up with a 
methodology.  It was suggested that Dave check with a few towns to see how they subsidize their 
programs; is it to offset insurance costs? 
 
Mr. Lapreay said that softball registration is set up. Right now he has 13 teams but most come in at the 
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last minute.  Last year we had 35 and he expects about the same.  Camp registration is in April.  He is 
working on getting tennis and other sign ups.  Slamma Jamma information was sent in by Bob Ruderman 
– same as in past years.  Dave approved it again; no one had a problem with that.  Blue Ribbon 
Committee – Mike Manware went to Memorial Park this weekend with two other people.   
 
Mr. Lapreay asked about kayaking and whether the board would approve having it again.  He questioned 
whether there was any problem with the previous vendor.  The vendor did not have an employee and 
wasn’t making enough money to hire someone and that is why it ended.  The only issue was getting the 
final accounting.  Dave was given the okay to look into offering it again.   
 
Commissioner Palmieri brought out an article that announced graffiti art classes to be offered at the 
YMCA.  She wondered if we should try to partner with the Y in getting some murals painted in the Rails 
to Trails area as she mentioned last year.  Commissioners reminded her that the buildings along the trail 
are all privately owned.  Also, who would pay for the paint or for any restoration of the murals if vandals 
did damage to them.  No one was interested in getting involved at this point. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware reviewed some of the work that has been done this month.  Boulders were removed 
from Memorial Park.  A fence may be put in once the drainage is complete.  We are still waiting for a 
couple of light bulbs from the distributor for the Town Green.  The stumps from the trees removed at 
Recreation Park were ground.  We will probably replace the trees with Eastern White Pines as they are 
best for this location.  The ice rink was broken down and stored. Pear tree pruning downtown is complete.  
There is a lot of work at Western Little League removing some trees and removing trash; it has become a 
dumping area.  They are putting a new lock on the gate.  Trails are all set for the time being. The crew is 
doing brush cutting.  They helped move clothing for Kristen’s Kloset prom program for Youth Services. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked Mr. Manware to check with Steve Wlodkowski about why all their cell 
phones have long distance numbers?  Dave Lapreay said the cell phone plan went through the town as a 
whole; it was not selected by Steve; suggested talking to Richard Lopatosky.  Commissioner Palmieri 
asked about the bag receptacles for the trail.  We could not get Agway to donate the bags as they 
discontinued that practice; we would have to purchase the bags and they are expensive. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner LaPorte.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
A.  Community Pavilion Fees. Discussion followed on the proposed list of rental fees for the Community 
Pavilion.  Mr. Lapreay called attention to the starred note at the bottom of the list stating that for parties 
that don’t require a Park worker to go in, we will ask the person pulling the permit to make sure the 
restrooms are locked prior to leaving the facility.  This would save having a Park worker go there just to 
lock up the rest rooms.  They do go to the park every Saturday and Sunday morning normally so would 
clean the rest room the next morning.  The pavilion would not be rented at night (no lights).  Question 
arose about whether to charge a rental fee for the small pavilion in the front grove at Recreation Park.  
Consensus was yes as the rental fees could help with maintenance costs.   
 
Motion made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the pavilion 
rental fee schedule as presented including security deposit for the Community Pavilion.  No security 
deposit would be charged for the Small Pavilion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner LaPorte, seconded by 
Commissioner Fasulo and carried unanimously at 8:30 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


